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San Antonio, Texas, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Merciful and loving God, source of
life and constant guide to Your people,
we ask Your blessings on our esteemed
Representatives as they continue to
help govern a course for our Nation and
its citizens.

In these days of disrepute and impro-
priety, keep them steadfast in their de-
liberations. Inspire them to continue in
their journey to promote the values
upon which this great Nation was
founded: justice, liberty, equality, free-
dom, and peace.

As Your blessings of goodness tran-
scend into a dynamic of creativity,
help us to see signs of hope born of pain
as we often find ourselves present in
the midst of uncertainty and suffering.

May the vacuous space left by stains
of catastrophic occurrences open the
minds and hearts of all to deeper com-
passion and a new level of human un-
derstanding.

May all that is done here today be for
our American democracy while reflect-
ing Your resplendent honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. PITTENGER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. PITTENGER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN MICHAEL
J. HALYARD

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. RUTH-
ERFORD) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to introduce my colleagues
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to our guest chaplain for the U.S.
House of Representatives, Reverend
Captain Michael Halyard of Jackson-
ville, Florida—previously of Jackson-
ville, Florida, I should say. Upon his
return from Iraq just recently, he has
been deployed to San Antonio, Texas,
and that is a loss for northeast Florida.

Reverend Halyard is a respected com-
munity leader who is devoted to his
community, country, family, and faith.
Reverend Halyard serves as a staff
chaplain at Community Hospice of
Northeast Florida, and he served as an
assistant pastor at the United Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Jackson-
ville. He is also a member of the Flor-
ida National Guard, where he has
served as the combat veteran battalion
chaplain since 2009.

Reverend Halyard leads his church
and his community by serving his Na-
tion, leading worship services, and by
providing support for grieving families.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues
today to welcome Reverend Halyard.
May God bless him and our Nation, and
especially those who he will be serving
in Texas, particularly Sutherland
Springs, Texas, today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLLINGSWORTH). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

EXTEND TEMPORARY PROTECTED
STATUS FOR HAITIANS AND
HONDURANS

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the administration has announced that
it will terminate temporary protected
status, or TPS, for Nicaragua while ex-
tending the immigration protection for
Honduras for merely 6 months. In the
coming weeks, an announcement on
Haiti’s TPS designation is expected.

I am greatly worried about these de-
cisions because over 100,000 Hondurans
and Haitians legally residing in our
communities could be deported and
forced to go back to the instability and
chaos in their home countries.

For years, the United States has been
providing necessary funding for Hon-
duras, which is still struggling with
crime and security challenges, and for
Haiti, which continues to be impacted
by devastating natural disasters. This
is precisely why Congress enacted TPS:
so that we can provide a safe haven to
those who are unable to securely re-
turn to their home countries.

Mr. Speaker, the decision to send
these individuals back would be a set-
back to our bilateral relations with
those nations while tearing these fami-
lies apart.

I strongly urge the administration to
extend TPS for Hondurans and Hai-
tians residing in our beautiful country.
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INHUMANE TREATMENT OF THE
UNDOCUMENTED CANNOT BE RE-
WARDED

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to shed light on the appalling
state of our Nation’s immigration de-
tention centers.

Devoid of health services and basic
medical standards, these ICE facilities
are cruel and inhumane. Suicide rates
are high, children and families are
traumatized, and LGBT detainees are
subject to alarming rates of abuse.

These centers are also very expen-
sive. Daily operations cost $165 per de-
tainee, and $2 billion, annually, despite
detention alternatives that can cost as
little as $9 a day.

Yet even with this track record, ICE
funding has nearly doubled from the
Bush administration to today, and
transparency has fallen by the wayside
under the current administration, all
while conditions continue to deterio-
rate.

Inhumane treatment of the undocu-
mented cannot be rewarded with re-
peated budget increases. It goes
against our country’s most funda-
mental values and cannot continue. We
must cut ICE’s budget until these con-
cerns are addressed.

——
CELEBRATING JEAN GAINES’ 40TH
ANNIVERSARY AT GENEVA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

(Mr. HULTGREN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Mrs. Jean Gaines for
her 40 years of service at the Geneva
Chamber of Commerce, most recently
as their president. Under her leader-
ship, the chamber has grown substan-
tially, to the benefit of our community
and to the State of Illinois.

To those who know Jean Gaines, she
is described as intelligent, alert, and
fun-loving, a good mix of qualities to
steer the board of directors through
many challenges.

Through hard work, she has devel-
oped multiple festivals and business ac-
tivities, including the Festival of the
Vine and the opening of the Geneva
Visitor Center.

Her contributions have made the
chamber of commerce a vibrant organi-
zation and a model for many other
chambers throughout the State of Illi-
nois and throughout the country.

Her family has also had a hand in the
chamber’s success. Her husband, John;
daughter, Kristine; son-in-law, Jerry
Holtz; son, Mark; and grandsons, Jack
and Luke Holtz, have all worked in
countless events in their support of our
local business community.

Jean, congratulations on 40 great
years of service. Your hard work helps
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